
 

Dear all 
 
In this week’s message:  
 
 

• RDS West Midlands Christmas Closure 
• NIHR Fellowships for Local Authority and LA Commissioned Service Based 

Individuals 
 
Latest NIHR funding calls: 

o NIHR Policy Research Programme – Understanding Recent Increases in the 

Prevalence of Drug Misuse Among Young People 

o NIHR Policy Research Programme – Working Age Health Call 

o Potential future advert: NIHR Development and Skills Enhancement Award 

o Potential future advert: NIHR HTA Programme – New commissioned calls 

 

Blogs and Articles: 

o NIHR blog: Building a public partnership approach 

o THIS Institute: Healthcare improvement research 

o NIHR ARC South London: Developing a research career during the pandemic 

 

Resources: 

o Future Learn: NIHR MOOC – What is Health Research? 

 

Training and events: 

o NIHR Virtual Symposium: Delivering Complex and Innovative Design (CID) 

Studies 

o NIHR / Dementia Industry Group webinar series (Spring 2021) 

o Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midland 

  



   

The RDS West Midlands offices will be closed from 5pm on Friday 18th December until 

9am on Monday 4th January 2021. Any requests for support received during that time will 

be looked at when we return on 4th January.  

 

For general information about RDS WM and the support we offer,  

please visit our website. 

 

From everyone at RDS WM, we wish you a very safe and happy Christmas  

 

 

 

NIHR Fellowships for Local Authority and LA Commissioned 

Service Based Individuals 

   

This pilot scheme is being designed to support individuals based in 
local authorities or local authority commissioned services to 
develop as health and/or social care researchers. 
 
The following programmes will be available: 
 

 Pre-doctoral Fellowships for Local Authority and LA Commissioned Service Based 
Individuals  

o Potential advert date: 28th January 2021 
 

 Doctoral Fellowships for Local Authority and LA Commissioned Service Based 
Individuals  

o Potential advert date: 1st March 2021 
 

This new funding represents a completely new and exciting opportunity for all individuals 
based within local authorities or local authority commissioned services, but especially for 
those without social worker or clinician status. Local authority associated clinicians and 
social workers are welcome to apply for support from this focussed scheme or from the 

ICA Programme, but cannot apply to both concurrently.   
 

 
Latest NIHR funding calls  
 
NIHR Policy Research Programme – Understanding Recent Increases in the 
Prevalence of Drug Misuse Among Young People 
Details: The Department of Health and Social Care invites proposals for research to help 
understand why recent prevalence data and other indicators suggest youth drug use is 
rising, in the context of evidence showing that the provision of services for young people and 
treatment uptake is declining. Understanding this is of substantial policy interest because it 
will help identify where targeted prevention or treatment interventions could be adapted to 
ensure that young people access the support they require. 
 

https://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=6e2e85fd23&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=6e2e85fd23&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=d00b75fe48&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=d00b75fe48&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=c0cdcbaf1d&e=1c1dd6c8cf


Ideally, we are looking for a single project covering the research questions in their entirety, 
but we are open to receiving applications which focus on specific issues identified in the full 
research specification. We might wish to commission more than one study. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 19th January 2021 
Find out more here 
 
NIHR Policy Research Programme – Working Age Health Call 
Details: The NIHR Policy Research Programme (PRP) is inviting applications to undertake 
research on working age health to support Government policy around work, health and 
disability. 
 
The research priorities in this funding call’s specification have been developed in 
collaboration with the Government’s Work and Health Unit – which brings together teams 
from the Department for Work and Pensions and Department of Health and Social Care – 
and in consultation with the wider research community. Given the complexity of health and 
work research and practice, the themes outlined below are not mutually exclusive. For 
example, the same actors, and shared aims, principles or actions may be relevant across 
multiple themes. 
 

 A. Understanding population needs in relation to health and employment 
among working age people: rich descriptions of populations and their needs that 
can inform policy assumptions. 

 B. Supporting participation in good work for people experiencing sickness or 
who have long term health conditions or disabilities: research that could lead to 
the improvement or development of activities aimed at supporting disabled people 
and those experiencing ill health that affects their ability to work, to remain in work, or 
re-enter work where that is beneficial for their health. 
 

Deadline for proposals: 26th January 2021 
Find out more here 
 
Potential future advert: NIHR Development and Skills Enhancement Award 
Details: The Development and Skills Enhancement Award (DSE) provides a maximum of 1 
year of funding for post-doctoral NIHR Academy Members to gain skills and experience for 
the next phase of their research career. As an applicant you will be required to demonstrate 
the new skills and experience you hope to gain through the award, and how it will benefit 
your future career in research. 
 
Applications from the following areas of strategic importance are particularly welcomed: 

 health data science 
 clinical trials 
 entrepreneurship and working with industry 

 
Potential advert date: 6th January 2021 
Find out more here 
 
Potential future advert: NIHR HTA Programme – New commissioned calls 
Details: The Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Programme funds research about the 
clinical and cost-effectiveness and broader impact of healthcare treatments and tests for 
those who plan, provide or receive care from NHS and social care services. 
 
The HTA Programme is considering the following topics for future commissioned research: 
 

 Osteoarthritis in older people with multimorbidity 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=6584bdf376&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=0dfeb21c81&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=0ddcea6e35&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=e6b78d15b3&e=1c1dd6c8cf


 Strengthening programme for ambulant adolescents with cerebral palsy 
 Use of biologic drugs around the time of orthopaedic surgery 
 Percutaneous thermal ablation for benign thyroid nodules 
 Intrauterine insemination versus in vitro fertilisation for unexplained infertility 
 Routine measurement of gastric residual volume in adult critical care 
 Endoscopic or open surgery for the treatment of cubital tunnel syndrome? 
 Stretching programme for ambulant children with cerebral palsy 
 Non-conservative treatments for major low anterior resection syndrome 

(LARS) 
 Maintenance treatment for bipolar disorder 
 Microsuction compared with irrigation to remove earwax 
 Maintenance therapy for lichen sclerosus 
 Health and social care outcomes and cost-effectiveness of assistive 

technologies  
 

The commissioning brief, published when the calls opens, will provide details of the topics. 
 
Potential advert date: 30th March 2021 

 

 

RDS West Midlands can offer free expert support and advice on all aspects of 

designing and developing applications for NIHR funding and other peer reviewed 

funding bodies– please complete our online Request for Support form to gain 

access to our advice. 

 
 

 
NIHR Funding deadlines calendar  
 
For an overview of the year’s NIHR calls and ongoing opportunities, please view the online 
calendar: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/ 
 

Blogs and Articles 
 
NIHR blog: Building a public partnership approach 
Where next for patient and public involvement in research? Jeremy Taylor, Director for 
Public Voice, and Tina Coldham, public contributor from the NIHR Centre for Engagement 
and Dissemination (CED), consider this central question and how the centre can take 
forward the work previously coordinated by NIHR INVOLVE. 
 
Find out more here 
 

THIS Institute: Healthcare improvement research 
The Healthcare Improvement Studies Institute (THIS) has released a series of podcasts 
under the theme Conversations across Healthcare Improvement Studies, In each episode, 
guests explain their research interests and discuss how their disciplines can potentially 
contribute to health care improvement research. 
 
Access the podcast series here 
 

NIHR ARC South London: Developing a research career during the pandemic 
In this blog, Kaat De Backer, a specialist midwife in perinatal mental health, shares her 
experience of getting into a clinical research career during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
blog gives particular focus on the role of the NIHR Applied Research Collaboration (ARC). 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=de929f999c&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=d99c77b156&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=8d7d46e1de&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=484d4ef13d&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=9369a1c336&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=34016f3bc0&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=e0325dd1b0&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=c0c4a4819d&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=c0c4a4819d&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=945f4bf0a3&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=65cdcbe3c2&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=213cbefa3b&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=f7bd8fac51&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=f7bd8fac51&e=1c1dd6c8cf
http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/How-can-we-help/Support-Request-Form.aspx
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=b57d659129&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=57d35ae4d4&e=1c1dd6c8cf


Find out more here 
 
 

Resources 
 
Future Learn: NIHR MOOC – What is Health Research? 
Have you ever wondered how doctors and nurses know what treatment or care to give? It’s 
only through health research that healthcare professionals find new and better ways of 
preventing, diagnosing and treating disease. Today’s research is tomorrow’s treatment. On 
this course, you will learn how health research happens, why it matters and what to expect if 
you take part. You will also hear stories from people who have taken part in research; why 
they volunteered and the difference it made. 
 
Find out more here 
 

Training and events 

 

NIHR Virtual Symposium: Delivering Complex and Innovative Design (CID) Studies 
What: The clinical research landscape is changing and clinical trials are evolving to find 
new, faster and more efficient ways to bring new treatments to patients. The UK Life 
Sciences Industrial Strategy (August 2017) and the Life Sciences Sector Deal 2 (December 
2018) set out the Government’s commitment to consolidate the UK as a world-leader in 
delivering clinical trials using novel or complex designs and/or innovative approaches to 
research delivery. These have come to be known as CIDs (Complex Innovative Design 
studies). 
 
The COVID19 pandemic is accelerating uptake and acceptance of this new era of clinical 
trials. This virtual event will generate discussion on where we were, where we are now, how 
we got there and where we go next. 
 
When: 09:30-12:15 on 4th February 2021 
Where: Online 
Find out more here 
 

NIHR / Dementia Industry Group webinar series (Spring 2021) 
The NIHR and the Dementia Industry Group are hosting a series of live webinars addressing 
the challenges of running clinical trials in dementia in the UK, with a specific emphasis on 
the environment during and post COVID-19. The webinars each offer the insight of experts 
who have addressed some of these challenges and are working to enable the UK to greater 
prepare for a changed landscape. 
 

 Episode 1: Recruiting and Retaining Participants: Wednesday, 27th January 
2021: 16:00-17:00 (GMT) 

 Episode 2: Do we need to adapt study design and protocols? Tuesday, 16th 
February 2021: 1600-17:00 (GMT) 

 Episode 3: Is remote assessment a way forward? Thursday, 18th March 2021: 
16:00-17:00 (GMT) 
 

There will be opportunity for questions and answers 

 
Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midlands 

Support and advice is available from the CRN WM Study Support Service Team for any 
study that is potentially eligible or applying for CRN Support. This includes providing cost 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=7d21e3e949&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=a51b7bb373&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=834f7cd5d5&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=5fa1b0601b&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=75637623c1&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=288a5ca301&e=1c1dd6c8cf


attribution advice to support researchers in completing their grant applications and 
authorising the Schedule of Events Cost Attribution Tool (SoECAT), navigating the approvals 
process, accessing training provided by the Network, identifying and supporting the 
management of excess treatment costs, and can highlight further support within the Network 
to support study set up and delivery to time and target. Once open to recruitment, we will 
stay in contact and continue to support optimisation of recruitment to your study. Please note 
that prioritisation of support will be for nationally prioritised COVID-19 Urgent Public Health 
Research studies.  

For more information please contact: studysupport.crnwestmidlands@nihr.ac.uk.  

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-in-your-area/west-midlands/ 
 

  

Applying for NIHR funding? Access free advice and support from the National 

Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Research Design Service West Midlands 
 

Our multi-disciplinary team can offer advice on the key ingredients in a successful 

health or social care research proposal, including: 

 Statistics and health economics 

 Qualitative methodology 

 Support on involving patients and public in research, identified by the NIHR 

as a critical component in funding applications 

 Peer review of draft grant applications before submission. 
 

Find out more about how RDS West Midlands could help you and your team at 

http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/ 
 

*We have sent you this email because we believe it may be of interest to you, 

if you do not wish to receive future emails from us please email me by return 

at k.biddle@bham.ac.uk and I will remove you from my contact list. 
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