
 

Dear all 
 
In this week’s message:  

 
Latest NIHR funding calls: 

o Potential research topic: Recovery, Renewal, Reset: Research to inform 

policy responses to COVID-19 in the health and social care systems 

 

Funding calls from other bodies: 

o World Cancer Research Fund International – Research Grant 

 

Latest Professorship/Fellowship opportunities: 

o NIHR Research Professorships Round 11 

o NIHR Global Research Professorships Round 4 

o Action on Hearing Loss / Dunhill Medical Trust – Fellowship Scheme 

 

News: 

o NHS Innovation Accelerator 

 

Blogs and Articles: 

o NIHR blog: Do we need transparency for trust in peer review for research 

funding? 

 

Training and events: 

o Pioneering Partnerships 2020 

o The Health Foundation: What we need to prepare the NHS and social care 

for the future 

o Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midland 

 

 

Keep up-to-date with COVID-19 funding calls 

and resources 

Our friends at RDS London have put together a really useful webpage, which is updated 

frequently with the latest funding calls and resources for researchers looking at COVID-

19. 

Visit the website here. 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=65e20275a3&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=d5b93d2b6b&e=1c1dd6c8cf


 

RDS WM post award support-we are here to help 

If you are conducting a research project for which you received funding from an open, 
national, peer-reviewed funding scheme and are currently experiencing problems - e.g. 
due to COVID 19 and the impact lockdown has had on many studies - the RDS can assist 
you with problems you may be having relating to issues of research design. We can 
provide assistance whether or not you had RDS support when submitting your study for 
funding. Do feel free to contact us, either to your local hub or by sending a general 
support request via our website 

Please note, however, that if you need advice that is not to do with research design – e.g. 
relating to research governance, funding, and logistical issues – this is probably best 
sought elsewhere, e.g. a Research and Development Department in your organization or 
the NIHR Clinical Research Network (CRN). 

 

 
Latest NIHR funding calls  
 
Potential research topic: Recovery, Renewal, Reset: Research to inform policy 
responses to COVID-19 in the health and social care systems 
Details: The NIHR Policy Research Programme (PRP) invites applications for research to 
inform the policy response to challenges posed by COVID-19, and to capture learning 
arising from the pandemic. The research specification document sets out the need for 
research in specific topic areas to inform medium- to longer-term policy decisions for health 
and social care resulting from COVID-19. 
 
Potential advert date: 5th October 2020 
Find out more here 
 

 

RDS West Midlands can offer free expert support and advice on all aspects of 

designing and developing applications for NIHR funding and other peer reviewed 

funding bodies– please complete our online Request for Support form to gain 

access to our advice. 

 
 

 
NIHR Funding deadlines calendar  
 
For an overview of the year’s NIHR calls and ongoing opportunities, please view the online 
calendar: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/ 

 
Funding calls from other bodies  
 
World Cancer Research Fund International – Research Grant 
Details: World Cancer Research Fund International (WCRFI) is a leading authority on 
cancer prevention research related to diet, weight and physical activity. 
 
Research focuses on cancer prevention and survival, looking at mechanisms or host factors. 
The WCRFI regular grant programme groups research into two themes – cancer prevention 

https://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/submit-request
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/support/clinical-research-network.htm
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=e358eca453&e=1c1dd6c8cf
http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/How-can-we-help/Support-Request-Form.aspx
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/


and cancer survivors. Each of these areas may be addressed either from the perspective of 
identifying the mechanisms that underpin the effect of diet, nutrition and physical activity on 
cancer, or by addressing the host factors that influence individual susceptibility to cancer 
development or progression, and so contribute to explaining variability between people in 
outcomes. For cancer survivors, WCRFI also encourage broader research into evidence for 
impact of diet, nutrition (including body composition), physical activity and outcomes after 
cancer diagnosis, as robust evidence on this is still lacking. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 10pm on 16th November 2020 
Find out more here 
 
 
Latest Professorship/Fellowship opportunities 

 
NIHR Research Professorships Round 11 
Details: The NIHR Research Professorship is the flagship award for the NIHR. The scheme 
aims to fund research leaders of the future to promote effective translation of research. This 
fixed 5-year award allows outstanding academics to work at professorial-level based at a 
Higher Education Institution, in partnership with an NHS organisation, or other providers of 
health, public health and/or care services. 
 
The NIHR Research Professorships aim to fund research leaders of the future to promote 
effective translation of research and to strengthen health, public health and care research 
leadership at the highest academic levels. 
 
Candidates must demonstrate they are on a steep career trajectory to become a research 
leader having spent no more than five years at their current level of seniority at the time of 
application. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 1pm on 26th November 2020 
Find out more here 
 
NIHR Global Research Professorships Round 4 
Details: The NIHR Research Professorship is the flagship award for the NIHR. The scheme 
aims to fund research leaders of the future to promote effective translation of research. This 
fixed 5-year award allows outstanding academics to work at professorial-level based at a 
Higher Education Institution, in partnership with an NHS organisation, or other providers of 
health, public health and/or care services. 
 
The NIHR Global Research Professorships aim to fund research leaders of the future to 
promote effective translation of research for the primary and direct benefit of people in low- 
and middle-income countries. 
 
Applicants for NIHR Global Health Research Professorships are welcome from all 
professional backgrounds nominated by their UK Higher Education Institute to carry out 
research that aims to improve the health of people in low-and middle-income countries. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 1pm on 26th November 2020 
Find out more here 
 
Action on Hearing Loss / Dunhill Medical Trust – Fellowship Scheme 
Details: The Fellowship scheme aims to build research capacity in hearing research by 
supporting the career development of the UK’s most talented new ‘investigators’ towards 
becoming independent scientists. 
 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=230bd27823&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=66e6f2edbd&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=21e0138bc1&e=1c1dd6c8cf


For this year’s scheme, Action on Hearing Loss are working with the Dunhill Medical Trust to 
fund these fellowships. 
 
Applications are invited in any of the following areas: 

 Research to underpin the development of treatments for hearing disorders, including 
tinnitus 

 Research to improve how new treatments for hearing disorders, including tinnitus, 
are developed and tested 

Applications with a focus on understanding the mechanisms of age-related hearing 
conditions, or how ageing affects the auditory system, are especially encouraged, and will be 
considered for joint funding. Projects should bring tangible benefits closer for people who are 
deaf, have tinnitus or hearing loss. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 5pm on 12th January 2020 
Find out more here 
 

 
News 
 
NHS Innovation Accelerator 
Applications are being accepted for the NHS Innovation Accelerator (NIA) initiative, which 
supports individuals with a passion for and commitment to scaling their innovations for 
greater patient and population benefit, and for sharing their learning, insight and expertise 
widely. Fellows can be clinicians, academics, from industry (SMEs or large corporates), or 
from charitable and not-for-profit organisations. This year’s high impact, evidence-based 
innovations should address one or more of the following themes: NHS response to COVID-
19; Mental health; Supporting the NHS workforce. 
 
Deadline for applications is 16th October 2020. 
Find out more here 
 
 
Blogs and Articles 
 
NIHR blog: Do we need transparency for trust in peer review for research funding? 
“Trust in me, Just in Me, Shut your eyes, And trust in me, You can sleep safe and sound, 
Knowing I am around.” 
 
The hypnotic words sung by Kaa in the Jungle Book to a naive Mowgli who doesn't fully 
understand the ways of the jungle or Kaa’s true motives. Now apply the words to peer review 
for research funding: peer review processes are not always fully transparent but require trust 
in fair and unbiased decisions. 
 
Katie Meadmore, Senior Research Fellow in NIHR’s Research on Research (RoR) team, 
reflects on the relationship between trust and transparency in peer review for research 
funding. Her blog marks Peer Review Week 2020. 
 
Find out more here 
 
 

Training and events 

 
Pioneering Partnerships 2020 
What: The NIHR wants to inspire medical research charities, industry, and researchers to 
work in different ways to benefit patients. In October NIHR will be partnering with the 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=961b7495b8&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=98427f1f10&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=7af5ec46ef&e=1c1dd6c8cf


Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) and the Association of Medical 
Research Charities (AMRC) for a virtual summit exploring this theme. 
 
These webinars provide an educational experience for attendees with experts by experience 
as the teachers. The aim is to inspire and inform the sector through asking fundamental 
questions of, and exploring case studies from, those who have explored and developed new 
ways of partnering. 
 
When: 7th, 14th and 21st October 2020 
Where: Online 
Find out more here 
 
The Health Foundation: What we need to prepare the NHS and social care for the 
future 
What: The Health Foundation is launching the REAL Centre (Research and Economic 
Analysis for the Long term), backed by around £20m of dedicated funding. The Centre will 
provide independent projections to help identify future health and care needs, all influenced 
by evidence of how policies have impacted in the past. The REAL Centre aims to help 
ensure that health and social care policy decisions are grounded in facts and strong 
quantitative evidence. 
 
In this inaugural REAL Challenge Lecture, Sir Andrew Dilnot, chair of the REAL Centre’s 
oversight board, will outline how some of the key challenges in health and social care are 
exacerbated by a short-termist approach, and why longer-term planning will help. 
 
When: 16th October 2020 
Where: Online 
Find out more here 
 
Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midlands 
As you may be aware, the NIHR CRN portfolio, which was paused since the start of the 
pandemic to allow full focus on COVID-19 research, has recently restarted. Support and 
advice is available from the CRN WM Study Support Service Team for any study that is 
potentially eligible or applying for CRN Support. This includes providing cost attribution 
advice to support researchers in completing their grant applications and authorising the 
Schedule of Events Cost Attribution Tool (SoECAT), navigating the approvals process, 
accessing training provided by the Network, identifying and supporting the management of 
excess treatment costs, and can highlight further support within the Network to support study 
set up and delivery to time and target. Please note that prioritisation of support will be for 
nationally prioritised COVID-19 Urgent Public Health Research studies.  
For more information please contact: studysupport.crnwestmidlands@nihr.ac.uk.  
Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-in-your-area/west-midlands/ 
  

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=fe868fbc5b&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=f4a2065860&e=1c1dd6c8cf
mailto:studysupport.crnwestmidlands@nihr.ac.uk
http://www.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-in-your-area/west-midlands/


  

Applying for NIHR funding? Access free advice and support from the National 

Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Research Design Service West Midlands 
 

Our multi-disciplinary team can offer advice on the key ingredients in a successful 

health or social care research proposal, including: 

 Statistics and health economics 

 Qualitative methodology 

 Support on involving patients and public in research, identified by the NIHR 

as a critical component in funding applications 

 Peer review of draft grant applications before submission. 
 

Find out more about how RDS West Midlands could help you and your team at 

http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/ 
 

*We have sent you this email because we believe it may be of interest to you, 

if you do not wish to receive future emails from us please email me by return 

at k.biddle@bham.ac.uk and I will remove you from my contact list. 

  

 

http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/
file://///MDS/Resources/HPS/School/Research/RDS%20Centre%20and%20Birmingham%20Hub/Admin/Newsletters/k.biddle@bham.ac.uk%20

