
 

Dear all 
 
In this week’s message:  
 

 
Latest NIHR funding calls: 

o NIHR HS&DR Programme – Children and young people's mental health 

 
Funding calls from other bodies: 

o CRUK: Experimental Medicine Award 

o CRUK: Biomarker Project Awards 

 

News: 
o DoHSC UK Research and Development Roadmap 

 

Blogs and Articles: 

o NIHR blog: UK Standards for Public Involvement – One 'very different' year 

on 

o NIHR blog: Listening to communities to inform global health research 

priorities 

 

Training and events: 

o NIHR webinar: Find out the benefits of working with industry in research 

o NIHR Clinical Research Network Virtual Event for the Life Sciences Industry 

o FORTHCOMING Health Economics Research Centre (HERC) online health 

economics short courses in 2021 

o Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midland 

  



Latest NIHR funding calls  
 
NIHR HS&DR Programme – Children and young people's mental health 
Details: The Health Services and Delivery Research (HS&DR) Programme is collaborating 
with What Works for Children’s Social Care (WWCSC), and looking to receive 
applications for high-quality, evaluative research to improve the quality of care, support and 
access to services for children and young people (CYP) with mental health conditions, 
including children who have, or have had a social worker. 
 
WWCSC and NIHR wish to see partnerships between sector professionals (including, but 
not limited to, children’s social care professionals in local authorities, Children and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), other multi-agency partners or third sector 
providers) and researchers when submitting applications. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 3rd June 2021 
Find out more here 
 

 

RDS West Midlands can offer free expert support and advice on all aspects of 

designing and developing applications for NIHR funding and other peer reviewed 

funding bodies– please complete our online Request for Support form to gain 

access to our advice. 

 
 

 
NIHR Funding deadlines calendar  
 
For an overview of the year’s NIHR calls and ongoing opportunities, please view the online 
calendar: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/ 
 
 
Funding calls from other bodies 
 
CRUK: Experimental Medicine Award 
Details: The Experimental Medicine Award funds highly ambitious translational research 
conducted in association with a clinical trial or well-designed clinical study. The types of 
studies that fit this scheme are typically investigator-led studies for highly ambitious 
translational research conducted in association with a clinical trial or well-designed clinical 
study with the objective of optimising treatment and maximising patient benefit. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 18th February 2021 
Find out more here 
 
CRUK: Biomarker Project Awards 
Details: Biomarker Project Awards provide funding for biomarker assay development, 
validation and qualification where there is a clear line of sight to clinical implementation. 
 
This scheme accepts applications for biomarker assay development, validation and 
qualification where there is a clear line of sight to clinical implementation. 
 All types of biomarkers will be considered, including predisposition, screening, 
diagnostic, prognostic, predictive, pharmacological and surrogate response markers. 
 Proposals can use invasive or imaging techniques. 
 Biosamples or images can be collected as part of the proposal or accessed from 
existing sample/data sets. 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=82df871611&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=476c1f37b4&e=1c1dd6c8cf
http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/How-can-we-help/Support-Request-Form.aspx
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=fe5217a28a&e=1c1dd6c8cf


  
Deadline for proposals: 1st April 2021 
Find out more here 
 
 

News 
 
DoHSC UK Research and Development Roadmap 
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown all of us the vital importance of science and innovation. 
In March, the Chancellor announced a record increase in public investment in research and 
development (R&D) – committing to reaching £22 billion per year by 2024 to 2025. By 
confidently embracing the power of science, research and innovation, we will leap forward 
and build a brighter future for all. The government’s Research and Development (R&D) 
Roadmap sets out the UK’s vision and ambition for science, research and innovation. 
 
Find out more here 
 
 

Blogs and Articles 
 
NIHR blog: UK Standards for Public Involvement – One 'very different' year on 
Public contributors Bob McAlister and Una Rennard look back at how far the UK Standards 
for Public Involvement have come in their first year, and the impact the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on the research landscape. 
 
Find out more here 
 
NIHR blog: Listening to communities to inform global health research priorities 
How can we as funders support engagement between communities and policy-makers in low 
and middle income countries (LMICs) in order to shape research questions which are 
relevant and responsive to local needs? A diverse panel of eight Development Award 
holders from the UK and LMICs presented their experiences over the past year engaging 
with communities and stakeholders in very different contexts. The discussion was expertly 
chaired by Professor Dame Anne Mills, a world authority on health economics. 
 
Find out more here 
 

 

Training and events 

 

NIHR webinar: Find out the benefits of working with industry in research 
What: Discover the advantages of researchers and industry partners collaborating and what 
opportunities are available at the NIHR Academy. This one hour webinar aims to help 
researchers become more confident in working at the interface of academia, industry and 
the health and care system. You will hear advice from two researchers on their experiences 
of collaborating with industry and find out what support the NIHR can offer. Attendees will 
also have the chance to ask questions at the end of the webinar. 
 
When: 13:00-14:00 on 22nd February 2021 
Where: Online 
Find out more here 
 
 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=e3d81d1332&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=6136ad6013&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=d36715261f&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=8b0dda2ebf&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=7638294e46&e=1c1dd6c8cf


NIHR Clinical Research Network Virtual Event for the Life Sciences Industry 
What: The NIHR Clinical Research Network invites colleagues from pharmaceutical, 
biotechnology, diagnostic, medical and digital technology companies and Contract Research 
Organisations (CROs) to attend its Virtual Event for the Life Sciences Industry. In recognition 
of the challenging times, and how the UK-wide research system responded, the theme for 
this virtual event is: Collaborate. Adapt. Deliver. 
 
With keynote presentations from the Innovation Minister and AstraZeneca, this event is 
provides a forum to explore the latest developments and opportunities in the UK's clinical 
research environment. 
 
When: 09:15-12:30 on 3rd March 2021 
Where: Online 
Find out more here 
 

Health Economics Research Centre (HERC) online health economics short courses in 
2021 
Integrating Economic Evaluation into Clinical Trials 10 - 11 March 2021  
Details: This newly developed course is designed for investigators, managers, researchers 
and others working in clinical trials. It will give participants an understanding of what is 
required to design and conduct an economic evaluation alongside a clinical trial.   
Participants will get access to around 5 hours of recorded lectures and exercises that can be 
viewed in advance of two live 90-minute Q&A sessions on 10-11 March 2021.  
 
Please click here for further details, pricing and guidance on how to register.  
  
Introduction to Health Economic Evaluation  22 - 23 March 2021  
Details: The course is long-established and the starting point for anyone involved in the 
healthcare sector or in health services who needs to be introduced to the language of 
economics and economic evaluation. It explains how economists evaluate the costs and 
benefits of health interventions, and how health economics is used by decision makers in the 
health services and in the pharmaceutical and medical technology industries.  
The course has been offered regularly at the University of Oxford for a UK-based audience, 
with its content applicable to healthcare worldwide and from July 2020 we have been able to 
offer this course online. No previous knowledge of economics is required.  
Participants will get access to around 5 hours of recorded lectures and exercises that can be 
viewed in advance of two live 90-minute Q&A sessions on 22-23 March 2021.  
 
Please click here for further details, pricing and guidance on how to register 
 

Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midlands 
Support and advice is available from the CRN WM Study Support Service Team for any 
study that is potentially eligible or applying for CRN Support. This includes providing cost 
attribution advice to support researchers in completing their grant applications and 
authorising the Schedule of Events Cost Attribution Tool (SoECAT), navigating the approvals 
process, accessing training provided by the Network, identifying and supporting the 
management of excess treatment costs, and can highlight further support within the Network 
to support study set up and delivery to time and target. Once open to recruitment, we will 
stay in contact and continue to support optimisation of recruitment to your study. Please note 
that prioritisation of support will be for nationally prioritised COVID-19 Urgent Public Health 
Research studies.  

For more information please contact: studysupport.crnwestmidlands@nihr.ac.uk.  

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-in-your-area/west-midlands/ 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/events/nihr-clinical-research-network-virtual-event-for-the-life-sciences-industry/26601
https://www.herc.ox.ac.uk/herc-short-courses/integrating-economic-evaluation-into-clinical-trials
https://www.herc.ox.ac.uk/herc-short-courses/introduction-to-health-economic-evaluation
mailto:studysupport.crnwestmidlands@nihr.ac.uk
http://www.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-in-your-area/west-midlands/


  

Applying for NIHR funding? Access free advice and support from the National 

Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Research Design Service West Midlands 
 

Our multi-disciplinary team can offer advice on the key ingredients in a successful 

health or social care research proposal, including: 

 Statistics and health economics 

 Qualitative methodology 

 Support on involving patients and public in research, identified by the NIHR 

as a critical component in funding applications 

 Peer review of draft grant applications before submission. 
 

Find out more about how RDS West Midlands could help you and your team at 

http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/ 
 

*We have sent you this email because we believe it may be of interest to you, 

if you do not wish to receive future emails from us please email me by return 

at k.biddle@bham.ac.uk and I will remove you from my contact list. 

  

 

http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/
file://///MDS/Resources/HPS/School/Research/RDS%20Centre%20and%20Birmingham%20Hub/Admin/Newsletters/k.biddle@bham.ac.uk%20

