
 

 
 
Dear all 
 
In this week’s message:  
 

Latest NIHR funding opportunities: 

o Blood and Transplant Research Units 2021 

 

Funding calls from other bodies: 

o Alopecia UK: Research Pots funding call 
o Cystic Fibrosis Trust - Strategic Research Centre (SRC) call 

 

Latest Fellowships: 

o Kay Kendall Leukaemia Fund – Intermediate Fellowship 

 

News: 

o Guidance on applying for RfPB 

 

Blogs and Articles: 

o Speech by Minister for Innovation - Building back better through innovation 

 

Training and events: 

o Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midlands 

 

Latest funding calls  
 
Blood and Transplant Research Units 2021 
Details: The NIHR is launching a new, single stage, competition to fund a number of NIHR 
Blood & Transplant Research Units (NIHR BTRUs). 
 
The role of the BTRUs will be to support the research and operational needs of NHS Blood & 
Transplant (NHSBT) and will act as centres of excellence in multidisciplinary research in 
support of NHSBT. BTRUs will be to support the needs of NHSBT for research to improve 
the supply of blood, blood products, stem cells and tissues and organs for transplantation. 
The BTRU scheme will provide funding to: 

 create an environment where world-class research, focused on the needs of the 
NHSBT, can thrive • translate advances in research into benefits for users of 
NHSBT’s services; 



 focus on areas of greatest priority which will have the greatest impact on NHSBT 
services 

 provide high quality research evidence to inform decision-making by NHSBT 
 increase capacity and capability to conduct high quality multi-disciplinary blood and 

transplant related research in England 
Research partnerships are sought in the following five priority areas: 

 Blood Donation 
 Organ Donation and Transplantation 
 Therapeutics • Data Driven Transfusion Practice 
 Transfusion and Transplantation Transmitted Infections 

 
Deadline for proposals: 27th May 2021 
Find out more here 
 

 

RDS West Midlands can offer free expert support and advice on all aspects of 

designing and developing applications for NIHR funding and other peer reviewed 

funding bodies– please complete our online Request for Support form to gain 

access to our advice. 

 
 

 
NIHR Funding deadlines calendar  
 
For an overview of the year’s NIHR calls and ongoing opportunities, please view the online 
calendar: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/ 
 

Funding calls from other bodies 
 
Alopecia UK: Research Pots funding call 
Details: Alopecia UK funds hair loss and hair-related research through a range of funding 
schemes, including small grants, public engagement grants and larger Research Pots. 
Alopecia UK is inviting applications to the 2021 Research Pots funding call. The intention of 
the Alopecia UK research funding call is to further alopecia research in the UK. They aim to 
provide hope and confidence to people with alopecia by funding research into its causes, 
with the aim of identifying causes, treatments, and ultimately, a cure. We are investing in 
research projects to explore key questions. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 14th May 2021 
Find out more here 
 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust - Strategic Research Centre (SRC) call 
Details: Strategic Research Centres are virtual centres of research excellence and are 
intended to create multidisciplinary teams to address questions of strategic relevance to 
people with cystic fibrosis. 
 
The purpose of the SRC programme is to: 
 

 Create clusters of internationally-competitive researchers 
 Exploit opportunities in science where synergy amongst researchers provides 

advantages to solve complex questions 
 Facilitate the development of new interdisciplinary research partnerships 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=0c029ee127&e=1c1dd6c8cf
http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/How-can-we-help/Support-Request-Form.aspx
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=c55a9098ce&e=1c1dd6c8cf


 Where appropriate, widen awareness of cystic fibrosis research outside the 
traditional biomedical disciplines and so attract high quality PIs from new research 
disciplines to apply their skills and knowledge to cystic fibrosis research 

 Provide an environment to recruit the brightest and best young researchers to cystic 
fibrosis research and foster their interest in cystic fibrosis such that they continue 
working in this field. 
 

Deadline for proposals: 26th April 2021 
Find out more here 
 

 

Latest Fellowships 
 
Kay Kendall Leukaemia Fund – Intermediate Fellowship 
Details: The Kay Kendall Leukaemia Fund awards grants for research on aspects of 
leukaemia and for relevant studies on related haematological malignancies. 
 
The principle objective of The Kay Kendall Leukaemia Fund Intermediate Research 
Fellowship programme is to facilitate the careers of truly outstanding biomedical scientists by 
allowing them to gain experience in an international centre of excellence or to establish an 
independent research group of their own. 
 
Applicants for the Intermediate Fellowship will be expected to demonstrate their potential for 
achieving international status as researchers in leukaemia or a closely related field. The 
Intermediate Fellowship will be for up to 4 years. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 1st July 2021 
Find out more here 
 

 
News 
 
Guidance on applying for RfPB 
The NIHR haver updated its guidance for those applying for the Research for Patient Benefit 
(RfPB) programme. The guidance will apply from competition 45 (open March 2021). 
 
The guidance places emphasis on the requirement to demonstrate the promise of 
intervention in the Stage 1 application and to identify the specific uncertainties that need to 
be addressed before applying for the main study. Depending on the extent of uncertainties, 
they would expect these preparatory studies to be priced accordingly and so we provide 
examples of previously funded feasibility studies awarded Tier 3 (up to £150,000) and Tier 2 
(up to £250,000) funding. 
 
Regional RfPB committees will be asked to assess applications against these criteria, paying 
particular attention to the rationale for the specific uncertainties and the robustness of the 
plan to address them. 
 
Find out more here 
 

Training and events 

 

Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midlands 
Support and advice is available from the CRN WM Study Support Service Team for any 
study that is potentially eligible or applying for CRN Support. This includes providing cost 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=fbc4536e59&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=2933ec9223&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=436ab5192c&e=1c1dd6c8cf


attribution advice to support researchers in completing their grant applications and 
authorising the Schedule of Events Cost Attribution Tool (SoECAT), navigating the approvals 
process, accessing training provided by the Network, identifying and supporting the 
management of excess treatment costs, and can highlight further support within the Network 
to support study set up and delivery to time and target. Once open to recruitment, we will 
stay in contact and continue to support optimisation of recruitment to your study. Please note 
that prioritisation of support will be for nationally prioritised COVID-19 Urgent Public Health 
Research studies.  

For more information please contact: studysupport.crnwestmidlands@nihr.ac.uk.  

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-in-your-area/west-midlands/ 
 

  

Applying for NIHR funding? Access free advice and support from the National 

Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Research Design Service West Midlands 
 

Our multi-disciplinary team can offer advice on the key ingredients in a successful 

health or social care research proposal, including: 

 Statistics and health economics 

 Qualitative methodology 

 Support on involving patients and public in research, identified by the NIHR 

as a critical component in funding applications 

 Peer review of draft grant applications before submission. 
 

Find out more about how RDS West Midlands could help you and your team at 

http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/ 
 

*We have sent you this email because we believe it may be of interest to you, 

if you do not wish to receive future emails from us please email me by return 

at k.biddle@bham.ac.uk and I will remove you from my contact list. 
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