
 

Dear all 
 
In this week’s message:  
 

 NIHR Pre-Doctoral Fellowship Seminar 
 RDS blog: Navigating the Innovation Pathway 
 Introduction to NIHR Pre-Doctoral Fellowship Scheme including local authority 

awards 
 

Latest NIHR Funding calls: 

o NIHR and EPSRC: Transforming care and health at home and enabling 

independence 

o NIHR PRP Programme: Children’s holistic exposure to advertising of food and 

drink high in fat, sugar and salt 

o NIHR Health Determinant Research Collaboration 

o NIHR NICE Rolling Call (HTA Programme) 

o NIHR Health Technology Assessment Programme Researcher-led 

workstream 

 

Funding calls from other bodies: 

o MRC: Clinical academic research partnerships: 2021 

o Psoriasis Association: Research Grants 

o Heart Research UK: Novel and Emerging Technologies Grants 

o Healthcare Infection Society: Research Grants 

o Vasculitis UK: Research Grants 

o CRUK: Early Detection and Diagnosis Project Award 

o CRUK: Prevention and Population Research Project Awards 

 

News, info and updates: 

o DHSC: Charities unite to tackle health inequalities 

 

Training and events: 

o NIHR Research for Social Care information session (dementia call) 

o The King’s Fund: Innovation in medicines: adapting for the future 

o Support available from Clinical Research Network West Midlands 



 

 

 

Introduction to NIHR Pre-Doctoral Fellowship Scheme including local authority 

awards 

Join us for an introduction to the NIHR’s pre-doctoral award schemes including the 
recently introduced PLAF (local authority awards). The event will provide information 
which will help potential applicants decide on the appropriate scheme for their 
research career development. 
 
Programme: 
 
• Description of the awards and application entailment 
• What makes a fundable pre-doctoral application? 
• Evidencing potential to develop as a clinical/practitioner researcher. 
• Addressing training and development during the pre-doc 
• Engagement with research, what to evidence 
• Q&A with panel 
 
Who are the awards aimed at? 
Pre-doctoral Fellowships are designed to support people who are looking to start or 
advance a career as clinical academics or practitioner researchers in health and social 
care research. The awards are also for those with under graduate methodology 
training wishing to enter health research. The NIHR PLAF scheme supports early 
career researchers employed within local authorities or local authority supporting 
services to become competitive applicants for fully funded PhD study (a doctoral 
fellowship). 
 
Date: 23 September | Time: 1-2pm | Where: Online 

Find out more and register here 

 
  

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=282a89b409&e=1c1dd6c8cf


 
RDS blog: Navigating the Innovation Pathway 
   
Do you have an idea for a product but feel like a rabbit in 
the headlights when looking at an NIHR Invention for 
Innovation (i4i) application? You’re not alone! In this 
month’s RDS blog, Roy Harris (Senior Adviser for 
Translational Research, RDS East Midlands) provides tips 
for navigating the i4i application and introduces the 
sources of support that you can draw on. 
 
To support teams looking to apply for i4i funding, our 
friends at RDS East Midlands are running a suite of 
seminars on Translation Research / i4i funding. An online introductory seminar will be 
held on 22 September (1-2.30pm), followed by a further three seminars that will provide a 
more in-depth look (6th, 13th and 20th October, 1-2.30pm). 
 
Read the blog here 
 

 
 

Growing Social Care Research in the West Midlands 
 
Date: Tuesday 19th October 2021  
Time: 10.00 to 13.00 
Venue: Online 

Event hosted by The West Midlands Social Care Research Partnership 
 

Are you passionate about improving social care services? 
 
Do you have an idea(s) for social care research and/or improving practice and want 
to develop it? 
 
Do you want to understand more about how research is relevant to social care, and 
how research can make a difference to social care practice? 
 
If ‘yes’ then join us for our FREE half-day event on 19th October, aimed at researchers, 
practitioners, people with lived experience, commissioners and providers of adult 
social care, and/or those at the health and adult social care interface, in the West Midlands. 
 

 Find out how you can be supported to develop your research or practice 

improvement idea(s) 

 Learn about funding opportunities available for social care research through the 

National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 

 Understand more about contemporary issues in adult social care and how research 

can impact social care practice 

 Network and connect with other researchers, practitioners, people with lived 

experience, commissioners and providers in the social care field 

 Attend a choice of in-depth sessions on key aspects of social care research and the 

research grant application process, to help you take your ideas forward 

Register here 

 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=88bc02bfea&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=e763dd214b&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=614d61dd7a&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/growing-social-care-research-in-the-west-midlands-tickets-157217611107
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=05db2ef418&e=1c1dd6c8cf


Latest NIHR funding calls  
 
NIHR and EPSRC: Transforming care and health at home and enabling independence 
The NIHR and EPSRC are seeking high-quality proposals that aim to address key issues at 
the intersection of housing, social care and health, which specifically focus on one or both of 
the following: 

 transforming care and health at home 
 enabling independence. 

 
Proposals should focus on one or more of the following themes: 
 

 Maintaining independence at home 
 Maintaining health within the home 
 Enabling care readiness 
 Enabling informed decisions on housing and care choices 

 
Deadline for proposals: 21 October 2021 
Find out more here 
 
NIHR PRP Programme: Children’s holistic exposure to advertising of food and drink 
high in fat, sugar and salt 
The NIHR funds policy research to enable evidence informed policy making in health and 
social care. The Policy Research Programme invites proposals for a research project to 
capture the totality of children’s exposure to advertising of food and drinks high in fat, sugar 
and salt (HFSS) from all types of media during the course of the day. This research will form 
a baseline of exposure for a post-implementation review following a regulatory policy to 
introduce a 9pm TV watershed for HFSS products and a restriction of paid-for HFSS 
advertising online. This will be commissioned through a one-stage process as data collection 
must be completed before the end of 2022 at the latest. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 02 November 2021 
Find out more here 
 
NIHR Health Determinant Research Collaboration 
NIHR has launched a new initiative to fund public health research collaborations based in 
local authorities. The new funding has been assigned for five new Health Determinant 
Research Collaborations (HDRC). These first five HDRCs, established through the NIHR, 
will focus on how to address the wider determinants of population health and health 
inequalities, explicitly addressing the needs of local disadvantaged groups. 
 
The purpose of each HDRC is to enable its host local authority to become more research-
active. Each of the five collaborations will be expected to link with higher education 
institutions, capitalising on both the experience that exists within local government and the 
research skills of the public health academic community. This will support the development 
of expertise, and the generation of research evidence, creating a cycle of evidence-informed 
interventions and ultimately better outcomes for the public. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 23 November 2021 
Find out more here 
 
NIHR NICE Rolling Call (HTA Programme) 
The Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Programme funds research about the clinical 
and cost-effectiveness, and broader impact of healthcare treatments and tests, for those 
who plan, provide or receive care from NHS, and social care services. 
 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=b945b0b258&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=d5c64abff4&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=acc3587ef9&e=1c1dd6c8cf


The HTA Programme is accepting stage one applications to this funding opportunity. The 
programme is interested in receiving applications to meet recommendations in research 
identified in NICE guidance published from 2015 onwards. 
 
Proposals must be within the remit of the HTA Programme and the primary outcome 
measure must be health related. (This call is also open in the Public Health Research (PHR), 
Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (EME), and Health Services and Delivery Research 
(HS&DR) programmes for proposals which fall within the remit of those programmes - 
applicants should apply directly to the relevant programme). 
 
Deadline for proposals: 05 January 2021 
Find out more here 
 
NIHR Health Technology Assessment Programme Researcher-led workstream 
The Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Programme funds research about the clinical 
and cost-effectiveness, and broader impact of healthcare treatments and tests, for those 
who plan, provide or receive care from NHS, and social care services. 
 
The HTA Programme is accepting stage 1 applications to the following researcher-led 
workstreams: 
 21/554 Researcher-led workstream: Primary research 
 21/555 Researcher-led workstream: Evidence synthesis 
 
Deadline for proposals: 05 January 2021 
 
 

NIHR Funding deadlines calendar  
 
For an overview of the year’s NIHR calls and ongoing opportunities, please view the online 
calendar: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/ 
 
 

Funding calls from other bodies 
 
MRC: Clinical academic research partnerships: 2021 
Clinical academic research partnership awards offer funding to develop your research 
interests through a collaborative partnership. You must be a research-qualified healthcare 
professional at consultant level or equivalent. You must not be currently undertaking any 
substantial research activity. Your project can be across any area from MRC or NIHR’s 
remits. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 18 November 2021 
Find out more here 
 
Psoriasis Association: Research Grants 
The Psoriasis Association will consider applications that have clear relevance to its aim 'to 
promote and fund research into the causes, nature and care of psoriasis and to publish and 
disseminate the results of that research'. 
 
The Psoriasis Association offers the following: 

 PhD studentships: Supports the training of graduate students leading to the 
presentation of a PhD 

 Cecil King Memorial Award: For projects where the principal researcher is under 35 
years of age, or within the first five consecutive years, at the time of application, of 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=59d6f13643&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=a6945df904&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=89df353e38&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/funding-opportunities/
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=922a4ce3ba&e=1c1dd6c8cf


either their first permanent independent academic research post or a named limited-
tenured/fixed-term academic research post, obtained in open competition 
 

Deadline for proposals: 03 December 2021 
Find out more here 
 
Heart Research UK: Novel and Emerging Technologies Grants 
Heart Research UK awards grants for research into the prevention, treatment and cure of 
heart disease. NET grants offer researchers the opportunity to apply for funding to develop a 
novel and emerging technology or a new application of an existing technology. NET grants 
are for research projects which focus on the development of new and innovative 
technologies to diagnose, treat and prevent heart disease and related conditions. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 01 October 2021 
Find out more here 
 
Healthcare Infection Society: Research Grants 
The Healthcare Infection Society aims to fund pioneering, innovative research within the 
scope of infection prevention and control and nosocomial infections. Applications for funding 
must show an understanding of the clinical practice of infection prevention and control 
directly relating to nosocomial infections. 
 
HIS offers the following grants: 

 Small Research Grants: Support small-scale research projects, or possibly the 
costs associated with the visit of an overseas research fellow, up to £10,000 for a 
project of 12 months duration. 

 Major Research Grant: Supports work on the subject of healthcare-associated 
infections and infection prevention and control. This grant would be suitable to 
support a PhD studentship, MD or other research worker and related 
consumables/equipment, with a preference towards translational research rather 
than pure science topics. 
 

Deadline for proposals: 01 March (small grant only) and 01 September 2022 (small and 
major grant) 
 
Vasculitis UK: Research Grants 
Vasculitis UK supports research into the causes and effects of vasculitis and into 
improvements in the diagnosis of vasculitis and into treatment of people suffering from 
different types of vasculitis. 
 
The priorities for Vasculitis UK’s research projects are: 

 Developing and testing more effective treatments 
 Improve the diagnosis of vasculitis 
 Improving the understanding of the causes of vasculitis 

 
Deadline for proposals: 24 October 2021 
Find out more here 
 
CRUK: Early Detection and Diagnosis Project Award 
Early Detection and Diagnosis Project Awards fund science to drive transformational change 
in how and when early cancers and pre-cancerous states are diagnosed. 
 
Early detection and diagnosis (ED&D) research seeks to detect and diagnose consequential 
precancerous changes and cancer at the earliest possible point at which an intervention 
might be made, reducing the burden of late-stage disease. ED&D projects will support 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=7f8aca9d0b&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=6b4c834c67&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=d60768c58b&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=78e37e78b2&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=0fbcdeec5c&e=1c1dd6c8cf


discovery and translational/clinical research which is mindful of the clinical and population 
context. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 08 December 2021 
Find out more here 
 
CRUK: Prevention and Population Research Project Awards 
Prevention and Population Research Awards provide support for focused research 
proposals centred on key questions in prevention and population research. 
 
Deadline for proposals: 15 December 2021 
Find out more here 
 
 

News, info. and updates 

 
DHSC: Charities unite to tackle health inequalities 
This press release from the Department of Health and Social Care provides background to 
the voluntary community and social enterprise (VCSE) Health and Wellbeing Alliance, 
outlining how the refreshed 19 Alliance members will ensure strong representation across 
the broadest range of lived experiences, and how these lived experiences will be at the 
centre of health policy development. They will represent the views of social care workers and 
older people, people bereaved by suicide, children and young people, people with learning 
disabilities and autism, those with mental health conditions, LGBTQ+ communities and 
minority communities, including refugees and Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities. 
 
Find out more here 
 

Training and events 

NIHR Research for Social Care information session (dementia call) 
What: This session will be a great opportunity for social care researchers applying to the 
NIHR RfSC dementia funding call to hear about carrying out research in social care – and 
more specifically, about the NIHR RfSC dementia call and RfSC dementia portfolio. You will 
also hear from: 

 The Alzheimer's Society about research priorities 
 A previously-successful RfSC applicant about their experience 
 The Research Design Service (RDS) about how we can support you. 

After the talks, there will be breakout sessions where you will have an opportunity to ask 
further questions of RDS Advisers as well as network with other researchers. 
 
When: 13:00-15:00 on 27 August 2021 
Where: Online 
Find out more here 
 

Support and training available from Clinical Research Network West Midlands 
Support and advice is available from the CRN WM Study Support Service Team for any 
study that is potentially eligible or applying for CRN Support. This includes providing cost 
attribution advice to support researchers in completing their grant applications and 
authorising the Schedule of Events Cost Attribution Tool (SoECAT), navigating the approvals 
process, accessing training provided by the Network, identifying and supporting the 
management of excess treatment costs, and can highlight further support within the Network 
to support study set up and delivery to time and target. Once open to recruitment, we will 
stay in contact and continue to support optimisation of recruitment to your study. 

https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=a41f61109a&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=7b01ab8d12&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=46dfa4d4f4&e=1c1dd6c8cf
https://nihr.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d756a758d133ef29fdd78a5ef&id=ba37019249&e=1c1dd6c8cf


Training available from the CRN WM Study Support Service Team ranges from basic Cost 
Attribution, SoECATs, IRAS/ HRA process, Amendments, Research Passports (HR Good 
Practice), Capacity and Capability and the use of EDGE for study set up and management. If 
you are interested in any of these or a tailored training session to suit your needs then 
please contact us to discuss.  

Email: studysupport.crnwestmidlands@nihr.ac.uk  
Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-in-your-area/west-midlands/ 
 

  

Are you thinking of applying for research funding?  

Access free advice and support from the National Institute for Health Research 

(NIHR) Research Design Service West Midlands  (RDSWM) 

 

Our multi-disciplinary team can offer advice on the key ingredients in a successful 

health or social care research proposal, including:  

 

 Formulating a research question  

 Statistics and health economics 

 Qualitative methodology 

 Support on involving patients and public in research 

 Peer review of draft grant applications before submission 

 

Find out more about how RDS West Midlands could help you and your team at 

http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk/ 
 

*We have sent you this email because we believe it may be of interest to you, 

if you do not wish to receive future emails from us please email me by return 

at k.biddle@bham.ac.uk and I will remove you from my contact list. 
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